Cell adhesion molecules in endometrial cancer - A systematic review.
Adhesive molecules are responsible for the cell-cell interaction and the surrounding intercellular environment creating normal tissue architecture. The role of adhesion proteins in cancer refers to angiogenesis, loss of tissue continuity, and deprivation of intercellular contact with the extracellular matrix, promoting the spread of cancer through the formation of metastases. The integrity of the epithelium is disturbed - with disturbances in the whole mechanism of cell connections, thanks to which cancer cells infiltrate surrounding tissues, and move to lymphatic and blood vessels. Adhesive molecules are divided into five main families: cadherin, catenins, integrins, the immunoglobulin superfamily and non-classical adhesion molecules. In the present review we describe the role of all five families of adhesive molecules in endometrial cancer.